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A message to our community

The Rainbow Paws Program aims to provide support for pets and their people during hard times. Throughout
2021, our Street Support program continued to provide pet food and goods to 16 community pantries across
Canberra and Queanbeyan. Our Hotel Bookings program offered boarding or in home pet care for the pets of
people facing homelessness, entering a refuge or seeking medical treatment. There was an increase of pet
owners accessing our Code Rainbow program which provides emergency vet care for pets while our Snip
Snip program helped pets undergo the big ‘snip’. Through our Rolling Tuckerbox program, we were able to
ensure that clients were still able to access pet food and goods if they were unable to access one of our
Street Support locations. Our Rainbow Reading Dawgz program continued at Communities@Work Galilee
School. We launched our new website which includes an online application form, making it easier for clients
to apply for any of our programs. 

As a community organisation run by community members for our community, we are forever grateful for the
ongoing support of our amazing donors, supporters and the wonderful Canberra community. This support
helps ensure we can continue to run all our programs and provide support for pets and their people during
hard times.  We were fortunate enough to receive two grants this year for our Hotel Bookings and Rainbow
Reading Dawgz Programs from ActewAGL and Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources
respectively. The National Zoo & Aquarium Canberra became major supporters making monthly contributions
to help run our Code Rainbow and Snip Snip Programs.

As we look towards 2022, we hope that the year to come is kinder on us, that we are kinder to our planet,
and that as a community we continue to look after one another during hard times. To quote Margaret Mead
‘Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only
thing that ever has’. 

ANNUAL REPORT 2021 02/07



2021 - A Year In Review
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B O A R D I N G  P R O V I D E D  

129 nights

through our Hotel Bookings Program

F U N D E D

51 vet visits

for pets who accessed our Code
Rainbow Program

S U P P L I E D  W I T H  P E T  F O O D

16 pantries

on a regular basis through our Street
Support Program

Through our programs we were able support pets and their people in the following ways:

D E S E X E D  

59 pets

through our Snip Snip Program

V O L U N T E E R E D

4 dawgz

for our Rainbow Reading Dawgz Program
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Street Support Program
We continued to provide pet food and goods to 16 community and food pantries across Canberra
and Queanbeyan. The response we have received from these pantries has been very positive, with
access to pet food a welcome relief for community members who are struggling financially.

Our Programs

Hotel Bookings
In 2021 our Hotel Bookings program was accessed
by various clients experiencing homelessness,
entering a refuge or seeking medical treatment in
hospital. We were lucky enough to receive funding
for our program via the ActewAGL Community
Grants Program. This enabled us to help provide
boarding for more clients and for longer periods. 

Rolling Tuckerbox Program
We continued to provide a delivery service of pet
food and goods to clients who could not access
community pantries. 

Snip Snip Program
This program was accessed by owners seeking
assistance with desexing their pets. While our
usual clientele are cats and dogs, in 2021 we also
helped desex two rabbits! With the generous
monthly support from the National Zoo &
Aquarium Canberra, we were able to help desex
more animals in 2021.

Rainbow Reading Dawgz
Working with the Communities@Work Galilee School, we continued to run our Rainbow Reading
Dawgz program. This program involves volunteer dogs and their people attending the school
weekly, and students would read out loud to the dogs on a one-on-one basis. We received a Stronger
Communities Programme Round 6 grant to purchase dog beds, books & volunteer uniforms. 

Code Rainbow Program
In 2021, we provided free or heavily subsidised vet care for dozens of animals for issues such as
wounds, infections, dental surgeries, specialist appointments, microchipping and vaccinations. We
were able to increase the number of clients we could help due to the generous monthly support of
the National Zoo & Aquarium Canberra.
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Much of the funding we use to run our programs comes from our fundraising activities. This year we
held a number of our regular events and also introduced a few new ones. Our events are such a
great way to not only raise funds, but also awareness about The Rainbow Paws Program and what
we do. Details of some of the fantastic events we held are below.

Our Events

Annual Doggy Xmas Party
We held our Annual Doggy Xmas Party on the lawns
next to Belconnen Dog Park. We invited many of our
charity friends to have a stall along with a number of
local small businesses. Even the AFP K9s made an
appearance and got their photo with Santa Paws! Our
annual party raises money for our Snip Snip program. 

Annual Wildlife Raffle
Our annual raffle was a great success. Our major
supporters Jamala Wildlife Lodge very generously
donated first prize (one night at Jamala Wildlife Lodge)
while the National Zoo & Aquarium donated second
prize (a double pass for the Awesome Roarsome tour). 
 The raffle always sells out quickly with such amazing
prizes on offer. The money raised goes towards our
Hotel Booking program. 

Bad Pet Portraits
We held our first (and hopefully to become annual) Bad Pet Portraits event. There were some great
and creative portraits done by our volunteer artists. Even some of the students from Galilee School
did some of the portraits. All our supporters loved the portraits of their beloved pets. 
Tiny 2.5 Car Challenge
Along with some of our fabulous charity friends, we participated again in Tiny's 2.5 Car Challenge.
With the support of our generous supporters, we reached the target of $4000 to participate in the
challenge. After some discussion with the organisations and participants, the challenge was
cancelled and the car prize was sold and split between the charities who reached the minimum
target. The money raised from the car challenged helped fund our Snip Snip Program.

Drag Bingo
Together with our friends at Phish and Phreak Productions, we held our first drag bingo night in
May. It was hugely popular and raised much needed funds for our Code Rainbow Program.  While we
had organised two more nights in 2021, COVID put a stop to them. We plan to hold bingo nights
every quarter in 2022.



2021 Financial Overview

The pie chart below shows our income sources for 2021.
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The pie chart below shows our expenses split across our different
programs for 2021.



Our Supporters
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We would like to thank all our supporters for supporting us
throughout 2021.

 
TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

MAJOR SUPPORTERS

A huge thank you to everyone who donated and
supported us during the year!

 


